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C a b i n e t  P u b l i c  T r a n s p o r t  G r o u p  

Wednesday, 9th November 2016 

 
Councillors:  Councillor Miles Parkinson (Chair); Councillors Judith Addison, Munsif Dad, 

Bernard Dawson, and Tim O’ Kane 
 
LCC: Chris Anslow  
 
Public Transport  
Organisations: Shaun Walmsley (General Manager- Transdev Lancashire)  
 
 
Public User  Robert Kenyon  
Representative: 
 
Officers: Michael Cunliffe (Democratic Services)  
 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
1.  Apologies for Absence, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest 
 

Apologies for absence were submitted by County Councillor John Fillis (Cabinet Member 
for Highways & Transport) and Simon Prideaux (HBC Chief Planning & Transportation 
Officer). 

 
 
2.  Minutes of Last Meeting 
 

The minutes of the last meeting of the Cabinet Transport Group held on 3rd March 2016, were 
submitted for approval as a correct record. 

  
 Agreed - That the minutes be received and approved as a correct record.  
 
 
3.  Matters Airsing 
 

Councillor Munsif Dad asked for an update on the request to tidy the area around the rear of 
the shops on Blackburn Road/ Paxton Street. It was reported that both Network Rail and 
Northern Rail had been contacted with the details although no reply had been received.  
 

 
4.  Public User View 
 

The Chair introduced Mr Robert Kenyon, a public user representative who was present at the 
meeting. He had submitted a written report on various transport issues which was circulated 
with the agenda. 
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A number of points in the report were discussed and answers provided to some of the 
questions and comments are set out below: 
 

 All bus stops in the town centre, eg Bridge Street and Infant Street would be left as they 
are apart from Peel Street which would be decommissioned once the new station 
opened. A future decision would then be taken on the remaining bus stops when the 
new station was fully up and running.  

 

 LCC policy was that all bus stations should be self funding hence the departure charge. 
A lengthly discussion took place between a number of parties at the meeting related to 
the cost of the charge compared to Blackburn and the possible implications. The Chair 
added that Hyndburn’s County Councillors would be making their views known to the 
portfolio holder and Leader of LCC.  

 

 A draft document had been produced which would require any vehicle using the bus 
station or one of the main routes to meet a minimum standard. The routes on housing 
estates would only require a lower standard and this policy may be subject to 
amendments. 

 

 The bus service for the hospital had been amended with the Clitheroe to Accrington 
service being provided by Pilkingtons and those in Oswaldtwistle having to travel via 
Blackburn.  

 

 Contractors would hand over the completed station to LCC at the end of April with a 
minimum there week period to prepare for public service involving staff training and 
information systems before a planned launch of 22nd May. 

 

 The question about rolling stock on the Preston to Colne service would be forwarded to 
the train operators for comments.  

 
Agreed - That the contents of the report and discussions be noted. 

 
 
5.  Pennine Reach, Accrington Bus Station & Operators Fees- Update 
 

Chris Anslow provided an update of the Pennine Reach scheme and the latest update on the 
building works at Accrington Bus Station along with information on the bus operators fee. 

 

 Most work on the routes are complete with a few minor issues with the traffic light 
junction in Rishton. 
 

 A bus lane will be completed next to Wilson’s Playing Fields in Clayton le Moors and 
once implemented enforcement cameras will be fitted. Warning letters would be sent 
out in the first instance and then fines would be imposed if road users continued to use 
the lane. The same would apply near the Hare and Hounds junction.  

 

 Land on Frank Street had still not been obtained for parking.  
 

 Works were nearly complete on King Street and the bus station entrance and exits 
points before linking them into the road network by April. The end of May was the target 
for the station to open and the external appearance looks good with the internal fixings 



 3 

now being completed. School Street would be inbound only and there would be a total 
of two entrances and one exit point.  

 

 No cars or taxis would be allowed in the station with only some shops on Union Street 
having deliveries to the rear. Spid signs would indicate the maximum speed of 10mph 
and reversing buses would be given priority with all drivers being informed of the rules.  

 

 The station would be open from the 1st service to the last service so around the opening 
hours 5.30am to 11.45pm and the taxi rank would remain on Union Street.  

 
Agreed - That the verbal updated be noted.  

 
 
6.  Subsidised Bus Routes & Services in Hyndburn 
 

Attached to the agenda was an information leaflet produced by LCC related to the consultation 
on the withdrawal of subsidies for local bus services. 
 
The Chair reported that around 85% of bus services in the county are not subject to subsidy 
and LCC needed to make £262m of savings over the next five years. 
 
Voluntary and parish councils had been consulted with for running services in rural area. Of the 
10 to 12 routes in Hyndburn around 50% would be retained in some form or another.  

 
 Agreed - That the verbal update be noted. 

 

7.  New Contracts for Northern Train Operators 
 

Information attached to the agenda provided details of two new contracts which had been 
awarded to Arriva Rail North Ltd for the Northern Rail line and First Trans Pennine Express Ltd 
for the Trans Pennine Express franchise across the North West. 
 
The Chair reported that Hyndburn MP, Graham Jones was working hard on obtaining a 
connection with Manchester Airport for the borough. Mr Kenyon added that at the moment it 
was only possible to change for the airport at Manchester Victoria or via Salford Crescent. 

 
Agreed  - That the update be noted.  

 

8.  Road Improvements 
 

The Chief Planning and Transportation Officer, Simon Prideaux was not present at the meeting 
to provide an update but works were ongoing during the night on the A56 Accrington Eastly by-
pass. 
 
Agreed  - That the update be noted.  

 

9.  The Burnley and Pendle Growth Corridor 
 
In the absence of the Chief Planning and Transportation Officer, the Chair reported that HBC 
would be involved in a joint bid to improve junctions along the M65 which included junction 7 at 
Clayton to improve capacity and future proof for the next 20 years. The Dunkenhalgh 
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roundabout traffic lights would be linked to the signals at Dill Hall Lane and all the work aimed 
to improve economic development in the area which included the Huncoat strategic sites.  
 
Agreed  - That the update be noted.  

 

10.  Town Square Development & New Traffic Routes 
 
The Chair reported that interviews took place recently with architects for the heritage lottery 
funding and the design selected would be engaged with over the next few months.  
 
This would include improvements in front of the Town Hall and Market Hall along with Peel 
Street and Blackburn Road from the junction of Union Street to Eagle Street. 
 
Autumn time would see the first impressions of the design along with consulting LCC and 
quality materials would be sought for the project along with the aim of providing more town 
centre parking. 
 
The flow of traffic would be changed in the town centre and Chris Anslow gave details of this 
when the new bus station was open. The main change was the re-opening of St James Street 
and moving the monument next to St James Church.  
 
Agreed  - That the update be noted.  
 

11.  Other Business 
 
Shaun Walmsley from Transdev provided an update on their services to Manchester and the 
vehicles that were in operation.  
 
Mr Kenyon discussed the Government’s Northern powerhouse project and areas like Greater 
Manchester, Merseyside and West Yorkshire are benefiting from additional funding. The Chair 
commented that all authorities in the county, apart from Wyre had voted for a combined 
Lancashire authority to help with funding bids and compete for finance in the North West 
region.  
 
Agreed  - That the update be noted.  

 

12  Date/Time of next meeting 
 

The Chair reported that when the next meeting of the Hyndburn Cabinet Public Transport 
Group would be arranged and all interested parties would be informed when a date and time 
are confirmed. 

 
 
 
 


